Bix and Assendon Village Meeting – May 11th 2026
Report from Saint James’ Church
	



Saint James' Church Bix remains one of the five Churches in the "Nettlebed and Greys Benefice" served by a 
	

	full time Rector (Mark Ainsworth) and a part time Associate Priest (Hugh Balfour).
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In 2025 there were 33 services plus 4 funerals and one interment of ashes.   In addition the Rector is at the 
	

	Church every Monday morning leading a quiet time of prayer and anyone is welcome to join him.  Sadly it 
	

	has been several years since there was a Wedding at Bix !
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	We were glad to welcome new members to the Church Congregation with the Electoral Roll membership 
	

	growing from 23 to 34 people.  We have services two or sometimes three times a month.   On a  typical Sunday 
there are 26 of us although this was 70 at the “Barn Service” before Christmas and 76 on
Christmas Day.
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	For the first time since 2012 we paid our full "Parish Share" to the Oxford Diocese.   This was due to Oxford
	

	realising the challenges faced by small rural Churches and revising the share formula.   Our annual income
	

	and expenditure on everyday activities is c. £ 24 K.  With almost no financial reserve, almost all the work
	

	associated with the Church is performed by volunteers.   Fund raising is absolutely vital for the Church to be able

	to continue - so we have been pleased to be behind events such as the Village Fete ; Plant Sales : Fun wine
	

	tastings ; Being a Henley Arts Trail location and Flamenco Evenings.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Work to complete the Community Hub was made in 2025 to provide cupboards ; internal doors and coat racks.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The next project for the PCC is to improve access with a upgrade to the existing footpath (a high technology
	

	porous surface with step free access) and to extend the path from the west end of the Church to the car park. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unfortunately SODC  have insisted on full planning permission for the path, something that our proposed 
	

	builder has never been asked to obtain before.  We then had to seek professional help to complete the application.

	This in turn led to there being a requirement for a full arborial survey of all the trees in the Churchyard.  So far, over
 £ 2 K has been spent, which has used up all the grants that the PCC and it’s associated charity, The Friends of
Bix Church had received to help construct the path !  We now understand that SODC want a “Biodiversity” survey
That would cost another £ 1.3 K.   We don’t have these funds and are at the point of giving up or scaling down to
 just upgrade the existing pathway.
	
We have recently bought a projector and a large screen and have audio equipment on order. So the Community
Hub will be able to widen its offering to include guest speakers (June 3rd Oars and Orcas) and maybe even a 
“sing along” cinema.

Kevin Duthie
Treasurer
11th May 2026


	
	
	
	



	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



